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Rural Women Working in a Non-Governmental
Jobs and Making Family Decisions: An Egyptian
Village Field Study

Dr. Osama Ismaiel Abdelbary,
Department of Sociology, College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
University of Sharjah, Sharjah, U.A.E

ABSTRACT

This research aims to determine what motivates and influences rural
women to work in non-governmental jobs and the implications of such
in changing their social status. It further relates these factors to decision-
making within the family. The sample population consisted of (150)
respondents working in marginal professions in an Egyptian village.

Study results indicate that the Egyptian village is responding to social
and cultural change by permitting women to work in non-governmental
jobs. Economic factors were determined as playing a major role in
permitting women to work. Study results further demonstrate that the
processing of decision-making within the family still rests with men
despite the improvement in women's social and economic status.
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